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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-12 are pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



2. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 



composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

4. As to claim 12, a "computer program product" is being recited; however, it appears that 
the computer program product would reasonably be interpreted by one of ordinary skill in the art 
as software, per se. 



5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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6. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite in that it 
fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. This claim is an omnibus 
type claim. 

7. As to claim 8, the phrase "second or other type" is not clearly understood rendering the 
claim indefinite, as "other type" is not properly defined in its independent claim, claim 1 or 
within claim 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-5 and 7-12. are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Platt(U.S. Patent 6987221). 

10. As to claim 1, Piatt discloses: 

A system for operating with different types of media content (seeds, Abstract, 1-16, defined as 
audio, video, books, documents, images, etc., column 4, lines 17-20 and column 2, lines 10-23), 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,681 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2109 

the system being arranged to enable a user to use a first content of a first type (audio, video, 
books, documents, images, etc., column 4, lines 17-20 and column 2, lines 10-23), characterized 
in that the system comprises: 

identifying means for identifying that the user concurrently uses a second content of a second 
type (column 4, lines 17-20 and column 2, lines 10-23, the media analyzer receives seed items 
from a user which may be audio, video, books, documents, images, etc.) said second content 
being unrelated with the first content (col. 4, lines 17-20, the second item may be unrelated 
audio, video, books, documents, images, etc.), and associating means for associating said second 
content with the first content (the association of music videos to songs is given as an example, 
column 8, lines 18-25). 

11. As to claim 2, Piatt discloses: 

The system of claim 1, further comprising storage means arranged to store meta-data comprising 
information pertaining to said associated first and second content, (metadata store, column 8, 
lines 46-48; Fig. 8, 840) 

12. As to claim 3, Piatt discloses: 

The system of claim 1, further comprising selection means arranged to select the content. 
(Abstract, lines 1-3) 



13. As to claim 4, Piatt discloses: 
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The system of claim 2, wherein said selection means are further arranged to identify the first 
content upon selection of the associated second content and/or to identify the second content 
upon selection of the associated first content, using said information stored in the meta-data. (the 
selection of songs using the attributes (metadata) of music videos is given as an example, 
column 8, lines 18-25 and lines 46-48). 

14. As to claim 5, Piatt discloses: 

The system of claim 4; wherein said selection means are further arranged to function as a 
recommender for recommending the associated first or second content upon a user-operable 
selection of one of said associated second and first content, respectively, using said selection 
means, (the recommendation of songs using the attributes (metadata) of music videos is given as 
an example, column 8, lines 18-25). 

15. As to claim 7, Piatt discloses: 

The system of claim 2, wherein said selection means are further arranged to user-operably 
modify said meta-data. (column 4, lines 22-36 and lines 46-48) 

16. As to claim 8, Piatt discloses: 

The system of claim 1, wherein said identifying means is arranged to identify a user's usage of a 
third content of a second or other type (audio, video, books, documents, images, etc., column 4, 
lines 17-20 and column 2, lines 10-23), said usage being concurrent to said user's usage of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,681 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2109 

first content, and said third content being unrelated with the first content (audio, video, books, 
documents, images, etc., column 4, lines 17-20 and column 2, lines 10-23), and wherein said 
associating means is arranged to associate said third and first content (audio, video, books, 
documents, images, etc., column 4, lines 17-20 and column 2, lines 10-23),, the system further 
comprising rating means arranged to rate said association of the first content with the second 
content and/or with the third content, (the media analyzer can identify a plurality (more than two) 
of "seeds" and associate all of them in some manner, Abstract, 1-16 ) 

1 7. As to claim 9, Piatt discloses: 

The system of claim 1, comprising a plurality of devices, each device including output means 
arranged to output at least one type of the media content, and/or input means arranged to obtain 
at least one type of the media content, (column 17, lines 5-27) 

18. As to claim 1 0, Piatt discloses: 

The system of claim 1, wherein said first and second content correspond to video and audio 
content, (audio, video, books, documents, images, etc., column 4, lines 17-20 and column 2, lines 
10-23). 

19. As to claim 1 1, Piatt discloses: 

A method of operating with different types of media content (seeds, 1-16, defined as audio, 
video, books, documents, images, etc., column 4, lines 17-20 and column 2, lines 10-23), the 
method comprising a step of identifying a user's usage of a first content (media analyzer receives 
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seed items and identifies the seed items, column 4, lines 12-22) of a first type characterized in 
that the method further comprises a step of identifying that the user concurrently uses a second 
content of a second type (column 4, lines 17-20 and column 2, lines 10-23, the media analyzer 
receives seed items from a user which may be audio, video, books, documents, images, etc.) said 
second content being unrelated with the first content (col. 4, lines 17-20, the second item may be 
unrelated audio, video, books, documents, images, etc.), and a step of associating said second 
content with the first content (the association of music videos to songs is given as an example, 
column 8, lines 18-25). 

20. As to Claim 12, Piatt discloses: 

A computer program product enabling a programmable device, when executing said computer 
program product, to function as the system as defined in claim 1. (column 3, lines 36-67; column 
4, lines 1-3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

21 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matteT sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



22. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Piatt in view of 
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Georges. (US Patent 6392133). 

23. As to claim 6, Piatt does not disclose: 

The system of claim 4, further comprising output means arranged to simultaneously output said 
associated first and second content. 

24. Georges, however, discloses a system for simultaneously outputting a first (audio) and 
second (video) content(column 1, lines 36-50). 

25. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine the teachings of Piatt with the teachings of Georges in order to enhance the 
functionality of Platts' system and allow the user to output more than one content 
simultaneously. 

Conclusion 

26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sherod J. Emerson whose telephone number is 5712701914. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM - 5:00PM Alternate Fridays off. 

27. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El-Hady can be reached on 5212723963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



5 
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28. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. This Office 
action has an attached requirement for information under 37 CFR 1.105. A complete reply to 
this Office action must include a complete reply to the attached requirement for information. 
The time period for reply to the attached requirement coincides with the time period for reply to 
this Office action. 




